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the nation. He recalled how Pilsudski, when a prisoner in
Madgeburg, had spent many hours meditating on the kind of
government Poland should have when the State was restored
and power came into his hands. It was a difficult matter, but in
the end he chose a method of which, said Moscicki, one found in
history an example in no other State; there was only one personality
of historical importance who had voluntarily circumscribed
his power—Pilsudski. He decided to assure to the citizens of
Poland their part in the government, because he did not believe
that dictatorial methods of government could educate the nation,
help on its evolution or its internal cohesion. He looked into the
future when he could not take part in what was going on and judge
the results of his work; everything he did was always seen by him
from the angle of the future of the nation. After referring to
Pilsudski's iron strength of character and the success of his foreign
policy, Moscicki said that the Marshal was not only the organizer
and educator of the Polish Army, but also a Commander-in-Chief
of genius, as his victories in 1920 demonstrated—they assured the
independence of Poland, and at the same time exercised a decisive
influence on the fate of Europe. Pilsudski worked for the Army
to the last moments of his life, and he left a legacy of a military
organism so strong and so penetrated with ardour that it was
the pride of the whole nation and an object of admiration abroad*
In an Order of the Day Rydz-Smigly reminded the soldiers of
Poland that when they paid homage to Pilsudski on former St.
Joseph Days they were at the same time paying homage to the
grandeur and dignity of their country "so exceptionally and
magnificently personified by the Marshal." The Army had been his
greatest love and pride, and in return it must be the greatest
love and pride of its soldiers. An army was the surest guarantee
of the grandeur of a State. "You must have the ambition to be
an army exceptional and magnificent," said Rydz-Smigly;
"penetrated by that ambition in your daily life as soldiers, you
will pay most worthily the debt of gratitude due to the Marshal
for glory and victory, and the flag will become the infallible sign
to guide the whole nation in its conceptions of the State." Rydz-
Smigly had told the people of Poznania when celebrating in the

